CHAPTER XVIII

CUT AND DEAL

NADIR began his life making sheepskin coats and tending
goats. When he was eighteen he and his mother were
carried off in a raid. She died. He escaped, taking
service with the Governor of Abivard and marrying his
master's daughter. Succeeding his father-in-law, he warred
against his original captors. Successful, he demanded to
be made Governor of Khorassan. Instead he was beaten
and dismissed, so he turned brigand and captured Nisapur.
He offered Shah Tahmasp the help of his army, and
together they took Meshed and defeated the Afghans, who
fled, leaving the corpses of old men, children, and animals
to mark their route. Wisely refusing the title of Sultan of
four provinces, Nadir imprisoned Tahmasp and proclaimed
himself regent over a princeling who soon died. He then
set about the business of usurping the throne for himself,
giving a banquet to all the nobles, and making a speech
wherein he said: "Shah Tahmasp and Shah Abbas were
great kings. Choose one of their descendants as your
King, or some other virtuous man" He then withdrew.
The nobles had no other course but to choose him. He
daily refused for a month, saying it was sufficient for him
that he had restored glory to Persia and freed her from
the Afghans, the Turks, and the Russians. At last he
accepted.

He went from strength to strength, attacked the Afghans,
captured Delhi, and returned with fifty millions* worth of
spoil, including the famous Peacock Throne. His batde-
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